Beak pimlishrrs and the JK assassination 2/28/90 

Under the headlmng, "publishing Shake-Up In Hew York" today's Mashington Post 
refers to the troubles of several publishers who without adverse editorial comment on 
it refused to publish Whitewash. 

I^also reports consolidations and buyouts of which i was not aware. 

Grove Press is no*^ Grove Weiflenfeld. Grove would not even talk to me about 
Whitewash, didnjt even want to 1& at it - in 1965~and I made several efforts. Barnejt 
Posset then ow^ Grove, (G-¥ is owned now by Ann ^etty, who has it for sale.) 

I'lgny years later Posset hired me for a special project I must regard as confi- 
dential and pronounced himself as well-satisfied. I have a file on this, 

Osaar Gollier, who later was connected with ^'^ark Lane’^s ^ooro crap, probably as 
Lane's agent, told me when he was head of iVentieth Century that he had been Lane's 
agent when Lane contracted to do a JPK assassination book for Grove, accepted an S18(X) 
advance, never deliverd the book and didn't return the advance, 

Weidenfeld was a British publisher. When ij-ouis Heren^as chief Washington corres- 
pondent for The Timedof London, after he read the ms he forwarded it with a favorable 
comment to Weidenfeld, his publisher (then ifeidenf eld and Hicholson as I recall). It 
was rejected. 

Pantheon, owned by Pandon House, refused Whitewash but I notfc do not recall why, I 
have a very ciepr recollection of Pandom House's rejection, howtsver. After it wa^ read. 

They said they don't publish unknown authors. It was a young man who told me this and 
I remember asking him how, if young or unknovm authors could not gei^their books published, 
there would be anything for boo:6c publishers to publish. 

Part of Pandom House's trouble seems to come from paying too much for Crown. 

Crown read and rejected Whitewash without any adverse comment on it. 

The chairman of Horton is quoted as saying Pantheon will soon be only a hollow 
shell. Horton sat on Whitrwash for abopt four months, despite an encouraging letter from 
Tom^^icker, who read the ^^uscript. I^i the end if asked me to rewrite the book into an 
attack on the government, what I interpreted as requiring that I say the goverment 
conspired to kill Kennedy, and it was ghis tliat prompted me to go ahead with th# private 
printing. 

Aaron ^dfehed is &Tove'a publisher, Ln 1965 he was i«ith Viking, ^y friend Sidney 
%ufman was friendly with another editor there, I think one vjho handled science, and 
she got Asher to read the ms. I can't remember now whether he disapproved it or did like 
it and Tom Guinzberg, the owner, rejected it. I think the former and that he was later 
editor on Ed Epstein's "Inquest." 

In the early 1970s I think it was Asher I saw at a large publisher, and i think 
Pandom House, when I was wo rking on P ost Mortem. He did not get interested and made 
no offer. I"^ ig Sras Asher at TIHMg Pandom House, I made no reference to the Viking exper- 
ience, 

I see now that the story says that Grove and Weidenfeld and Nicholson merged last 
year, i 

B.P.Button id said to have virtually disappeared. It also refused to consider 
Whitewash but a subsidiary did Prame-Up and encouraged its death at an early ag^ by 
doing nothing at all to promote it and refusing promising promotions that were free. 

Considering the number of publishers I approached hers and abroad I suppose that 
in the course of time I'll see enough references to them and their troubles, 

I don't know why Weidenfeld rejected the book and I'm sure that what applies to 
the others does not apply to Grove, but in most instances it was fear of government retaliation. 



